
Tips for doing the Parts 3 & 4 of 
the CAE Speaking test 



Part 3 The collaborative task 
 
Let's look at a sample question.  
 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of these different activities for 
meeting people and getting fit?  
 
egaming, chess, soccer, swimming, hip-hop dancing, surfing 
 
You have 2 minutes to discuss the question with your partner.  After 2 
minutes the examiner will ask you to make a decision with your partner 
about the topic you have just talked about.  
For example the examiner might ask: "Which of these activities do you think 
is the most beneficial for young people?"  You have a minute  to discuss the 
question. Towards the end of the minute you should try to come to a 
conclusion together.  
 
 



Tips for doing Part 3 
 
 To get the best scores, you and your partner need to balance your 
talking time. Don't talk for too long. Bring your partner into the 
conversation. How can you do that? 
 
 Look at your partner, not the examiner 
You need to focus on interacting with your partner in this part of the 
exam. This is especially important in this part because the examiner 
doesn't take part in the discussion.  
 
 



 Ask your partner's opinion.  
Some useful phrases are:  
 
What do you think? 
Do you know what I mean? 
How do you feel about that? 
You could also use a more colloquial phrase like: Do you get what I'm 
saying? 
What do you reckon? 
Where do you stand on this? 
What are your thoughts on this? 
 
Just make sure that you spend time giving your opinions too. 
 
 Listen carefully to your partner. If you don't you could respond in a 
way that is totally inappropriate to what they are saying. Interaction 
means reacting to your partner's ideas. 



  Learn ways  to agree and disagree. 
How do you state an opinion? 
I'm of the opinion that sports like soccer are really beneficial for 
young people because they teach them to work as a team.  
I tend to believe that physical activities like swimming or surfing  
are more beneficial than chess or egaming. 
I feel that  the best activity depends on the individual. They could 
all be beneficial, but different people will take different things from 
each activity. 
 
If you agree with the other candidate you can say 
I totally agree! 
I couldn't agree with you more. 
That's a good point. 
I tend to agree to that. 



But you can also disagree, and this gives you an opportunity to 
show your good manners:  
 
I think you're partly right, but… 
I see what you're saying, but I suppose that I would add that… 
May I also suggest that… 
I'm with you on that; however… 
I 'm not so sure about that, because... 
I think we're going to have to agree to disagree. 
 I must take issue with you on that. 



  Focus on depth and detail.  
You don't need to talk about all the points in part 3 in order to score 
highly. It's better to talk about 3 or 4 points in depth.  
 
But don't get stuck on one topic or get sidetracked (for example, if 
the topic is "How important are these things for our health?"  some 
candidates will say explain why health is important. That's not the 
question!)  



But the main thing to remember is to avoid rushing through the 
points with your partner. Remember, going into depth enables you to 
demonstrate more advanced language. Compare these answers: 
 
Egaming and chess aren't very good for getting fit but they might be 
good for meeting people with similar interests. Sports like swimming 
or soccer are better for people who want to get fit. 
 
 
Of course chess isn't a good way to get fit, because it’s a sedentary 
activity. It's an activity for the mind, not the body. I'm not sure how 
social chess is, but I guess you could connect with people by talking 
about tactics and exchanging tips on how to play. 
 
 



  Always develop your ideas. This is especially important in Parts 
3 and 4 of the test. Always give reasons and add examples or 
counter arguments. Adding details gives you the opportunity to use 
more advanced vocabulary.  

 
  Move from topic to topic in an elegant way ("so I totally agree 
with you that exercise can contribute a lot to having a healthy life. 
And I think that brings us to this point about sleep, because if you 
exercise a lot you'll sleep better.") and combine topics ("well, I think 
exercise and sleep are similar things - they're both connected to 
your physical health") 



  Remember that you're interacting with a  partner. Don't just develop 
your own answers. Contribute to your partner's answers. How? Comment 
on your partner's answers, back him or her up with more examples. Make 
suggestions and counter arguments. 

 
  Interrupt if your partner is hogging the conversation 
If your partner talks a bit too long, it's okay for you to politely stop the 
flow of words.  
 
Can I add something here? 
Is it okay if I jump in for a second? 
If I might add something... 
Can I throw my two cents in? 
Sorry to interrupt, but... 



  Use all the time you have. 
After 2 minutes the examiner will ask you to reach a decision with your 
partner. Don't try to reach a decision too early. Your goal is to discuss 
the question with your partner, not answer it.  
 
You have one minute to discuss your ideas with your partner and try to 
reach a conclusion. Once you feel that you are near the end of the 
minute, use a phrase to show your partner that you should finish the 
discussion. Here are some concluding phrases you could use: 
 
So, are we in agreement that soccer is the most beneficial? 
Alright, it's safe to say that we are in agreement that soccer is the most 
beneficial. 
Are we on the same page?  
 
  if you can't agree on a decision, then what? It's OK, you won't lose 
marks,  just finish by summarizing you two different opinions. 



Part 4 
 
  In part 4 the examiner asks candidates their opinions about 
topics related to Part 3. If you have been talking about sports, one 
question might be "Do you think that sports should be compulsory 
at school?"  
 
  This part of the exam lasts  5 minutes. The examiner will ask you 
several questions 
 
  The examiner asks the questions but then you need to interact 
with your partner.  



Tips for doing Part 4 
 
  Much of the advice above is also useful for Part 4 
 
Learn conversation fillers 
Here are some examples: 
Let me think about that for a moment… 
That's an interesting question… 
I've never thought about that before… 
 
Here are 6 phrases. Can you guess which ones are used as fillers? 
Do you know what I mean? 
I've never really thought about that but I suppose… 
That's exactly how I feel. 
Let me consider this for a moment, it's quite complicated… 
Fantastic. Do you mind if I just add something? 
To be honest, that's not a question I've ever thought about before. 
 
 
 
 



Don't use these fillers too much. If you do, you'll waste time and it 
won't sound natural. However knowing one or two filler phrases can 
really help you if you have nothing to say. 
 
  Talk to your partner  
The biggest mistake students make in this section is thinking they should 
talk to the examiner. Yes, the examiner starts by asking you a question, 
but after you've answered it you should bring your partner into the 
discussion ("What do you think?").  
 
  Get informed.  
The goal is to expose yourself to as many opinions as possible and to 
build up vocabulary in different areas like the environment, technology, 
social change etc. While you're reading, think about your own opinions. 
If you don't do these things you English can come across as too basic. 


